Seven Questions for the Worship Leader

  First, let's define what the word "worship" actually means. It is acknowledging the “worth-ship” of the one, true living God. Is He worth our praise? Worship is giving God all praise, glory and thanks. We must understand what "true" worship is before we try to lead someone into a spirit of worship.
Worship means "to feel in the heart"; that's to first feel it in the heart.  Worship also means "to express in some appropriate manner" what you feel.   And what will be expressed?    "A humbling but delightful sense of admiring awe and astonished wonder".  It is delightful to worship God. - A.W. Tozer
  Second, Where do you start? Do you have someone or something to help you? Do you wait for your pastor to announce his sermon topic? Do you just pick the songs you like or the latest heard on the radio? Do you ask for God’s guidance? Do you consider your congregation and the best way to lead them to the Throne of God? What is the purpose of the music portion of our services?
"God made music that we might pray without words".   - Anonymous

  Third, Where do you find your songs? What are your resources for planning a worship experience? Do you have programs on your computer to help you? Are the songs in your heart, or will you have to learn something “new”? Are you willing to step out of YOUR comfort zone?
  Fourth, How do you pick the right songs – Should you begin with an upbeat Praise song or a slow and worshipful selection? Do your selections flow – spiritually, thematically, musically? What elements of the music service are conducive and which parts inhibit the worship experience? "Music is a fair and glorious gift of God.   I would not for the World forego my humble share of music.    

I am strongly persuaded that after Theology, music is the only art capable of affording peace and joy of the heart."   - Martin Luther

  Fifth, How do you rehearse? Do you rehearse yourself before you rehearse with your accompanists? Do you have a plan and order of rehearsal for choir practice? Is everything prepared for the choir BEFORE they arrive? Is your choir aware of what is coming when and why? Are you comfortable with the songs? Your  will actually increase your ability to allow worship to flow freely through your arrangements.

  Sixth, How do you prepare: Do you pray for the service, the congregation, the visitors, your accompanists, the soundman, the projection operator, yourself? How do you expect God to honor your efforts if you don’t consult, thank, praise and honor Him?

  Seventh, Will you be flexible? 

· The devil will try to upset in any way he can the corporate worship of God’s people. Can you handle it, knowing where the problem is coming from? 

· And God will do anything, regardless of your plan to have His Will with His people. Are you open and willing to do whatever he leads you to do?

John 4:23-24

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."(NKJV)

Ephesians 5:17-19

Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,(NKJV)
2 Timothy 2:15

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.(NKJV)

Psalm 40:3

He has put a new song in my mouth-- Praise to our God; Many will see it and fear, And will trust in the LORD.(NKJV)
Mark 12:30

And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' This is the first commandment.(NKJV)
1 Samuel 16:7

But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."(NKJV)
Psalm 51:10, 17
Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.(NKJV)
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart-- These, O God, You will not despise.(NKJV)
